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he Palm Sunday procession waits to enter the church sanctuary.

Pack-a-Sack for Back -to-School
Spring is here, and summer is approaching quickly.
Right now, we are thinking about the end of school,
summer vacations and barbecues. But long before the
summer is over, it will be time to start shopping for back-
to-school supplies. When you do, please remember the
homeless children in Camden County who are unable to
purchase new school supplies. St. John's will be
participating again this summer in the Pack-a-Sack drive
for IHOC (Interfaith Homeless Outreach Council). A
complete list of school supplies needed will be published
in the next issue of The Messenger, but it is never to
early to start looking for sales. Back packs and all
standard supplies will be needed N composition and
marble notebooks, folders, pens, pencils and crayons,
erasers and pencil sharpeners, scissors, rulers, glue,
index cards, calculators are all on the list. In addition,
socks or underwear and even a toothbrush and
toothpaste would be appreciated. Supplies may be
brought to church any time during July or the first half or
August.

Blood Drive

Please give the OGift of LifeO. The American Red Cross

will be holding a much needed blood drive here in the St.
John® Parish Hall on Saturday, June 4™ from 8:00 a.m.
until 1:00 p.m. The blood drive will be accompanied by a
Hoagie sale. Please mark your calendars and plan on
participating. Your blood is greatly needed.

Church Office (856) 2R051

Church Fax (856) 22ZBA8
Church Hnail: St.Johns1789@verizon.net
The Reverend Margaret Sterchi, Rector

Mav/June 2011 Issue

Education for Ministry

Have you every wondered what a Bible story meant?
Have you ever wanted to read more of the Bible but life
just kept getting in the way? Have you every wondered
what life was like in the early Church? Have you every
thought about todayOs events and wanted to put them in
context with your faith? Then consider taking the course
Education for Ministry. EFM is a 4 year course that
covers all of the Bible, church history, ethics, and the
Episcopal Church. In addition time is spent considering
everyday events and placing them in the context of how
God is a part. You only sign up for one year at a time,
so if you really donOt like it you can always stop. The
class meets once a week from September through May.
The class size is from 6 to 12 people, and all 4 years can
be mixed into the group. The price is around $275 per
year (that is a rough estimate). A couple of parishioners
would like to consider beginning a class at St. JohnOs.
Your rector is a graduate of the course and cannot
recommend it highly enough. She knows of someone
who might be able to mentor the class or she can take
the training and mentor it herself. If you might be
interested, please let Reverend Margaret or Sharon
Sweeten know. We need to get at least 6 people
committed to the idea before we can proceed. If you
have any questions feel free to call or talk to Reverend
Margaret. She can even loan you one of her texts if you
want to look at it. You will not find a better adult
Christian Education program that is designed for lay
persons in the church.

How Long Does Easter Last?

Did you know Easter lasts 50 days? This is not a one-
day affair but an ongoing festival that this year continues
until June 12, the feast of Pentecost. So celebrate,
enjoy all those wonderful foods and activities that you
have Ogiven upO for Lent. Contiruwith the wonderful
activities that you took on, if any. Shout out your
alleluias with gusto. The Lord is Risen! The Lord is
Risen indeed! And as a reminder, on June 12 come
dressed in your best RED outfit. Festive Red is the color
of Pentecost, so let us celebrate in style the birth of the
Church.

Yoga Classes Begin
Yoga classes begin May 1 immediately following Coffee
Hour. Sign up in the parish hall and join the fun.
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ltems may be e-mailed to St.Johns1789@verizon.net
(Please show The Messenger in the subject line) or they
may be left in the Parish Office.

Gift Cards

Gift Cards are available to be ordered at any time. We
will try to get in an order at the end of each month if
there are any to be ordered, but we can order special
times as well. There are no minimums. Remember that
this is an opportunity to support the church as we
receive a percentage of every card you order. So pick
up an order form and when you have an occasion to
order a Gift Card, or when you want one for yourself to
purchase items at Target, WalMart, Acme, Shoprite or
wherever. Please contact Sharon Sweeten or Reverend
Margaret to place your order

Book Study

Let Reverend Margaret know if you would be interested
in a book study this summer. Two possibilities are
Almost Christian: What the Faith of Our Teens is Telling
the American Church or one of the ChurchOs Teaching
Series called The Practice of Prayer. Almost Christian is
a book that our good bishop is asking for the diocese to
read. There is even an ongoing blog at the diocesan
website, which could be used for discussion. Some folks
have asked about prayer, which is why | am also
suggesting the book on prayer. | need to know if you are
interested, which book you would like to read, and when
you would like to meet. After Coffee Hour has been the
most popular so far, so we could take that time or if you
would prefer an evening gathering, maybe including a
simple supper, | am open to that as well. Give me a
note or send me an email to let me know of your interest.
We will probably begin the end of July if there is enough
interest.

Parish Prayers for Joys and Concerns

Pray for those in Special Need

Bp. George Councell, Ada Burke, Hugo OBobO Karlsson, Ruth
Henderson, Trish Riebel, Isabella, Denise Thum, Diane

Siracuse, Robert Black, Alan Tennett, Joseph Mancuso,

Matthew Sterling, Grace Sterling, Carol Meyers, Dallam

Blandy, Ann Wonderlin, Ken Sterchi, Larry Sassa, June

Goodman, Arthur Rudolph, Paul Caruso Sr., Dollie Badiali,

Sara Reid, Henry OButchO Redding, David Lester, Edie Power,
Josh Kahle, Sandra Sterling, Sophie Marie Jowett, Edith

Downie, Wanda Strane, Donald Ivins, Dolores lvins, Mary

Lindstrom, Betty Ashmen, Jane OONeill, Stephen Hall, Kyle
McKnight, the Emly Family, Trish Surtacle, Ed Troutt, Isabella

McCroy, Lou Root, Alex Potts, Gary Steel, Lauren Steel,

Elizabeth Steel, and Willow Voss.

Pray for our Shut -In and Home -Bound
Thelma Garner, Kay Taylor, Betty Knipe, Alberta Wilk, Dorothy
Sabot, Sarah Reid, and Mary Molineaux.

Pray for those serving or entering the military

Sammi Jones, Daniel Jones, Mark Jones, Amanda Collazzo,
Travis Droll, Stacey Droll, Nicholas Sackie, Irving Moya,
Melody Moss, Anthony Moss, Daniel Carcione, David
Cancelliere, Rich Lewandowski, Henry Yang, Kevin McKnight,
and Hillary Getz.

Please contact the offices with any changes in
address, phone number, or E -mail address.




From the Rector®s Desk

You all know that | am the spiritual director for the
Anamchara Fellowship, a religious order in the Episcopal
Church. Our own Sr. Kate Maura Teasdale is a novice
in this order. It is one of the new monastic orders that is
dispersed, which means there is no convent or
monastery, and is open to men and women who are

married or single or partnered. The order is ObasedO in

Newark, DE, but the members literally range from coast
to coast and in between. Once a year we all gather,
which is why | am usually gone Trinity Sunday. The rest
of the time those who live close to each other attempt to
gather in some sort of regular fashion. This is why we
have Evening Prayer every Tuesday, to allow those in
this area to gather to pray together. Everyone is
welcome and usually Carolyn Bausinger joins us. When
possible we then go out for a light meal and further
sharing. You are invited! The Fellowship also had a
group site on Facebook where topics of conversation

come up and we have OdiscussionsO by members writing

responses to questions or statements, which brings me
to my topic for this month.

We frequently chat about prayer. And it was mentioned
that several members engage in intentional prayer for
their respective clergy each Sunday. Now | know that
you all pray for me each weekend during the prayers of
the people, but | am now going to give you another
option. Have you every considered praying for the
person (usually me but sometimes a guest) who is
providing the sermon or homily for the day. Before |
come down to preach, | pause in prayer. During that
time | am now asking that some of you offer your own
prayers for me. These prayers are up to you. You could
pray | donOt trip coming down the steps. You could pray |
donOt preach too long. You could pray | stay on topic.
But mostly | am asking that you pray that the words |
speak come from the Holy Spirit and not from me. | do
my best to get out of the way when | preach but that is
not always successful. The knowledge that some of you
are praying for me at that moment, is too awesome for
words.

At the end of the service of Reconciliation (confession)
after | pronounce absolution to the penitent and prepare
to send him or her on his or her way, | do so with these

words, OGo in peace, and pray for me, a sinner.0 We

donOt always think of our clergy in need of our prayers
(and | say that as one who has spent more time in the
church as a lay person than as a clergy person). | have
come to realize as a priest that | need your prayers more
than ever. So | ask for your prayers, especially at the
time of my preaching. From your lips to GodOs ears!

Reverent Margare

Vestry meetings are held in the Parish Hall on the 4 th

Tuesday evening of each month 7:30  ©9:00 p.m.

AndyOs Outreach
R

3‘3'3_51_3‘_ .

4y
Soge

Reverend Margaret with Andy making a presentation to the shelter as
a result of @ndyOutreachO

You Search or Shop...

Many of you will be using the internet when ordering gifts
for Christmas for your loved ones. This is a reminder to
go to GOODSHOP.COM when ordering and
GOODSEARCH.COM when looking for a particular site.
At the box where they ask who are you shopping for or
who are you searching for just type in OSt. JohnOs Chews
LandingO and hit the verify button. Ou official name will
come up. Then continue using the site and any
purchases you make using the link to the many shopping
sites will give us a percentage of your purchase at no
cost to you. Every time you search for something we will
get a penny. That may not seem like much, but it adds
up. If everyone in the parish would use these sites and
share them with their friends and family just imagine how
much we could makeEat no cost to anyone! If you are
not sure how to use these sites please call Reverend
Margaret. She will be delighted to walk you through the

process.
Weekly Schedule

Saturdays
5:00 p.m. Rite II Eucharist with Sermon

Sundays
7:45 a.m. Rite I Eucharist with Sermon
9:30 a.m. Church School
10:00 a.m. Rite II Family Eucharist with Sermon

Wednesdays

{ +10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist

6:30 p/m/ Holy Eucharist followed by Bible
Study\



The ECW Page

The ECW Ladies hard at work preparing for the Annual Basket Auction
which was held on April 12",

The Annual Basket Auction held on April 12 was a great
success! Our many thanks go out to all for making this
event possible. Your help and generous support enable
us to continue our ministry and work in our Parish and
the community. On behalf of the ECW and EECW we
would like to thank Bob Goodman our Emcee for the
evening, the members of our Youth Group, Jason, Mark,
and Lee who delivered the winning baskets, our Parish
Family, and all those who worked behind the scenes to
make this fund raiser a success.

Our District Meeting was held at St. John In the
Wilderness on April 18th. The ladies enjoyed a pot luck
lunch and had a wonderful afternoon. The minutes from
the District meeting are posted in the Parish Hall on the
bulletin board.

Thank yo r making our Annual Irish Potato Sale a success once
again. We really look forward to bringing you fun and exciting events.
If you have any suggestions or ideas for future events, we would love
to hear from you.

Your suggestions and input are always appreciated, so if
you have an idea for an event you would like the ECW to
consider please let us know. We look forward to hearing
from you. The ECW meets the first Monday of the
month in the Parish Hall at 10am. The EECW meets the
first Tuesday of the month in the Parish Hall at 7pm. We
look forward to seeing you and also hearing from you.
Be sure to check the bulletin for announcements.

As our year come to a close, the ECW ladies would like
to share with you some upcoming events and hope you
will join us.

Our next meeting of the ECW will take place on May 2nd
at 10am in the Parish Hall. Elections of officers will take
place at this meeting, and will be posted in the next
newsletter.

As your District Mission Response representative, |
received news that we will be collecting BOXED pasta
for Peter's Pantry in Perth Amboy. If you would like to
donate a box of pasta, please bring it to the Parish Hall
no later than May 9th as we will be taking the pasta to
In-gathering for collection. Thank you for your support in
helping to provide food for those in need. A flyer will be
posted in the Parish Hall explaining this Outreach.

The UTO Ingathering will take place on Tuesday, May
10th in Trenton. Please let Sister Kate Maura know if
you plan to attend, and if you will bring your lunch. A
buffet lunch will be served. The cost for the buffet is
$10.00 per person. We will meet in the Parish Hall and
car pool there.

The Annual ECW Picnic will take place on May 16 th, we
will meet at the Parish Hall at 11:30 a.m. and car pool
there. Thank you Joyce Root for organizing this great
event, we enjoy it so much and appreciate your time and
dedication in arranging this event.

The EECW will be holding a blood drive on June 4 from
8am to 2pm in the Parish Hall. Hoagies will be sold.

We will continue to meet as much as possible during the
summer months to craft for the Bazaar, and finish our
clean up of the Parish Hall.

On behalf of the ECW and EECW we would like to thank
everyone for your continued support and generosity that
enable us to continue our mission and ministry in the
community.

The ECW meets in the Parish Hall the first Monday of
every month at 10am. Please join us for fun and
fellowship. The EECW meets the first Tuesday of every
month in the Parish Hall at 7pm. We look forward to
seeing you and getting to know you. For
information please contact Sister Kate Maura at
856 627-5931.

The ECW News from the District is posted in the Parish

Hall. Please take a look at the events going on in the
Dioceses of Nev‘v .Jersey.

Sister Kate Maura

ECW President

Visit our Web Site:
www.stjohns1789.org




ECW

Wawa Shorti Coupons

Coupons for Wawa Shorti hoagies are available from
Mary Wonderlin 783-6805 and Shirley Mullen 227-1051.
Coupons are $3.50 each and can be used to purchase
any Wawa Shorti sandwich or be used towards the
purchase of any larger sandwich. Proceeds benefit St.
JohnOs.

A sampling of the array of baskets at the Annual EC

W Basket Auction.




The pancake lovers await their dinner.

i
They say a picture is worth a thousand words.

For those not wanting pancakes?



Find us on
Facebook

Coffee Hour

Coffee Hour Hosts are needed for the fall and winter. A
sign up sheet is posted in the Parish Hall. Coffee Hour is
the perfect venue welcoming our visitors and newcomers
as well s getting to know each other better. Coffee Hour
follows the late service and it is an important opportunity
to meet and greet people. Keep this a success and join
us for some refreshments and good fellowship. Also
please consider finding a buddy and hosting a Coffee
Hour. A signup sheet is posted in the Parish Hall.

VISIT ST. JOHN’S NEwW
i FACEBOOK PAGE!

Latest photos and information N don't forget to OlikeO us!




