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Octoberfest 
 

Mark your calendars!  The First Annual Octoberfest 
(bratwurst, sauerkraut, apple cakes, and lots of fun 
for the family) sponsored by the ECW Evening 
Branch will be held on Saturday, September 28, 
2008.   The festival will kick off at 4:30 pm.  An apple 
theme is planned for this event.  Ticket prices are 
$10.00 for adults, $5.00 for children and $30.00 for a 
family.  Tickets are available from any ECW 
members.  Contact Mary Wonderlin for more 
information or if you wish to be a volunteer. 
 

Confirmation Classes 
 

It is time to begin a new confirmation and reception 
class for those interested in becoming a part of the 
Episcopal Church.  All baptized Christians, 13 and 
older, are invited to participate.  If there is interest, 
Reverend Margaret will contact Bishop Councell to 
have a Bishop come in the spring of 2009.  If you or 
anyone in your family is interested, please call the 
office immediately to let Reverend Margaret know, 
227-3788.  Leave a message if she is not available.  
Please call any time night or day.  Please let her 
know the name of who is interested, age if not an 
adult, and phone number as well as the best 
meeting time for classes (day and time please).  We 
are at the mercy of our Bishopsô schedules so we 
need to start the process now.   
 

Blessing of the Animals 
 
We will have the second annual blessing of the 
animals on October 4, St. Francis Day, at 3:00 pm in 
the lower parking lot of the church.  All animals are 
welcome, properly contained with leashes or cages.  
Last year we had dogs, hamsters, a snake, and 
photos of cats.  It was a fabulous day, so letôs see 
what we will have this year! 

 
Betty Knipe celebrates her milestone birthday with her 
great-nieces. 
 

Sunday School Resumes 
 

The first day of classes for the 2008-2009 Church 
School year kicks off on Sunday September 21

st
 

followed by the parish picnic immediately after the 
late service.   

 

Help Wanted 
 

We are very grateful for the work Joe Waller has 
done for us both as a member of the vestry and as 
our sexton.  Joe has resigned from both positions so 
we are now in need of a part-time sexton.  Being a 
member of St. Johnôs is not a prerequisite.  If you or 
anyone you now may be interested in some part 
time work for the church, please contact Lee Jones 
for further information.   
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Sunday Evening Adult Education 
 

Our Sunday Evening Adult Education this fall will be 
on the book of Revelation.  We will begin meeting on 
September 14 at 6PM with the aim of ending each 
night by 7:30.  If you are interested and have not 
already let Margaret know, please call her office at 
227-3788 so she can order you a book.  We will 
meet on September 14 and 21, and then in October 
and the first Sunday in November, at which time we 
should be through with the study. 
 

Our Advent series will be held on November 30, 
December 7, 14 and ending on December 21.  The 
subject will be announced as we get closer to the 
season. 

 
 
 

Jewelry and Glass Galore! 
 

Carolyn Bausinger will host a three-day home show 
featuring her handmade jewelry, as well as stained 
and fused glass pieces by Denise O'Brien.  This is 
not a demonstration, but a holiday shopping 
bonanza.  Come when it is convenient, buy what you 
like and take it with you. By all means, bring friends! 
Jewelry will include necklaces, bracelets and 
earrings; glass includes bowls, plates, serving trays, 
tree ornaments and more. Most pieces are one-of-a-
kind, so whether you are buying for yourself or as a 
gift, you will have something unique and beautiful. 
Carolyn is donating part of her profits to St. John's, 
so your purchases will benefit our parish, too. Check 
the Sunday bulletins in October for show hours on 
Friday, Nov. 7 - Sunday, Nov. 9. The show will be 
held at 172 La Costa Dr., in the Valleybrook section 
of Gloucester Twp. 
 
 
 

Girls Friendly Society 
 

St. Johnôs in the past has been the site of a very 
active Girls Friendly Society group.  It may be time to 
consider starting this up again.  This fall all the girls 
in the parish are invited to join Dot Simpson and 
Reverend Margaret to meet at St. Maryôs, 
Clementon when they start up their group this year.  
This will take place the end of September.  As soon 
as we have the day and time we will make the 
announcement.  And if we can get a large enough 
group going we will start our own group here at St. 
Johnôs.  If you have questions about this 
organization, talk to Dot Simpson or Chris Goodman 
and they can help you. 
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From the Rectorõs Desk 
 

As I sit here, thinking about what message 
might be of interest to you (and to me actually), I am 
still thinking about our Gospel Lesson from Sunday.  
I try to put myself in Peterôs sandals and imagine 
what it must have been like.  You are in a boat that 
is being tossed by the wind and waves and suddenly 
see Our Lord walking towards the boatéin the midst 
of this tempest and just strolling on top of the water!  
No wonder those in the boat thought he was a 
ghost.  And yet when Jesus invited Peter to step out 
of the boat and walk towards him he does just that.  
No thought for how this is to happen, he just steps 
out and begins walking towards Jesus.  Yes, he 
looses his focus at bit and begins to sink, but even 
then Jesus is right there to reach out and lift him up.  
Trust and love, incredible love, all wrapped up 
together. 

 
 
I realize that just as we begin to perceive 

Godôs incredible love towards us in our relationship 
with parents, grandparents, Godparents and the like, 
so, too, do we learn that we can step out of the boat, 
trusting in that love.  I remember standing in the 
shallow end of the pool, arms raised as my Godson 
stood on the edge.  I called to him, ñJump!  Iôll catch 
you!ò  He took a flying leap into my arms and we 
both laughed at the thrill of it.  Later it was his 
younger brotherôs turn to trust that I would catch him.  
But this time it was leaping off the top bunk in his 
bedroom before I realized what he planned to do.  
He knew I loved him and would somehow catch him, 
and so I did, heart in my mouth.  Stepping out of the 
boat and walking towards the arms of one who loves 
us.  As we grow we do this all the time. 

 
 
Eventually we begin to hear God calling to 

us.  ñJump!  Iôll catch you!ò  Our first tentative forays 
out of the boat may be just a step or two and even 
then we reach back to get back into the boat.  It is 
scary out there.  The boat is comfortable, something 
we know and understand.  Stepping out of the boat 
means getting out of our comfort zone and being 
prepared to accept whatever is to come.  We need 
always remember we are walking TOWARDS Jesus, 
the one who loves us unconditionally, the one who 
will not let us sink into oblivion.  Then we can step 
outéto a new job, to a new relationship, to a new 
ministry, to a giving even more of our resources, and 
maybe to a new life in Christ.  And then when that 
newness becomes comfortable, becomes easy, 
once again Jesus calls us to come, get out of the 
boat.  We grow in our relationship to God and our 
relationships to each other each time we take the 
risk and step out of the boat until finally we are 
called out of the boat one last time, this time to truly 
join God.  And this is what it has been about as we 

live our lives out in developing a relationship with 
God, in repeatedly stepping out of the boat.  When 
we are called out that last time, as it happened to 
Doris Craig, Anna Gibson, and June Geiger, we 
have no fear.  We can step out of the boat in true 
peace and reach out to the One who loves us.  What 
a blessing that must be!  What a blessing I want 
when the time comes.  So I will keep trusting in Our 
Lord and continue to step out of the boat when he 
calls me.  How about you? 

 Reverend Margaret +

 
 

Pastoral CareðTeams are still 
needed! 
 
Our Pastoral Care teams are now forming.  Jude 
and Steve DeBaun are taking the lead in this, having 
been a part of this ministry for many years.  Kate 
Teasdale and Judy Vaughan-Sterling will be joining 
them.  This will allow for our home bound 
parishioners to receive Holy Communion more 
frequently as well as allow them to have other 
contacts with the parish.  These wonderful folk enjoy 
knowing they continue to be a part of the parish, 
even though they can no longer be among us as we 
worship.  We could use other teams, so please 
contact the Rector if you are interested.  We will 
provide any necessary training for you.  In addition 
we will use the same method our Lord did in sending 
out ministers in pairs.  No one will need to go into 
this ministry by him or herself.  This is not a ministry 
you have to come up with on your own.  The liturgy 
is provided as well as all necessary materials.  All 
you need to provide is time to share with someone 
who can really appreciate that time. 
 
 
 

 

Mark Your Calendar 
 

Sept.  2 - Evening ECW 7:00 pm 
Sept.  8 - Morning ECW 10:00 am 
Sept. 14 ï Revelations Book Study resumes 
Sept. 21 - Sunday School begins & parish picnic 
Sept. 28 - Octoberfest  
Oct.    4 ï Blessing of the Animals 3:00 pm 
Oct.    7  - Evening ECW 7:00 pm 
Oct.  12 ï Morning ECW 10:00 am 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Prayer Group 
 

My hope is that everyone uses our weekly prayer list 
in your personal prayer life, praying for those of our 
community who have asked for them.  If you are 
interested in becoming a part of an intercessory 
prayer group in which folks are assigned specific 
people and situations to pray for, please let the 
rector know (227-3788).  Leave a message if she is 
not there.  One of our own has expressed interest in 
forming such a group and it would be a gift to St. 
Johnôs parish.  We would meet every couple of 
months but most of the time you would just need to 
dedicate a small part of your day to praying for 
yourself and others.  Please consider this vital 
ministry. 

 
 

Julian Gatherings 
 

When I first began taking classes with the idea of 
exploring my call to ordained ministry, I took a class 
on women mystics.  Dame Julian of Norwich was 
one of the folks we read and I just became quite 
enamored of her.  She was a spiritual giant in the 
14

th
 Century, being a mystic and an anchorite.  After 

receiving visions from God, she lived out her life in a 
small room attached to a church in Norwich, 
England where she could see the altar and using a 
window in the outer wall provide counsel for those 
who came to her.  I even made a special pilgrimage 
to her church while visiting England one year.  
Through her writings she has much to teach us 
about Godôs incredible love.  And so a suggestion 
has been made of a monthly group that would 
gather to study her teachings, pray, and enjoy some 
light repast.  If you think you might be interested, call 
the rector (227-3788) or let Judy Vaughan-Sterling 
(she is a choir member) know.  Watch the bulletin for 
suggested meeting days and times. 
 
 
 
 

 

Financial Snapshot As of 7/31/08 

 

Year to Date Income  $63,741 
Year to Date Expenses  $73,645 
Deficit    $ -9,904 

 

 
 

Vestry meetings are held in the Parish Hall 
on the 2nd Tuesday evening of each month 

7:30 ï 9:00 p.m. 

 
 
 

 Goodsearch and Goodshop 
 

How would you like to donate to St. Johnôs every 
time you searched the internet or every time you 
purchased something online from Amazon, Barnes 
and Noble, Lands End, or one of several other sites, 
and none of the donation come out of your pocket?  
You and your family and friends can do that if you 
will use Goodsearch.com for your searches and 
Goodshop.com for your purchases.  The search 
engine is from Yahoo so once you indicate St. Johns 
Episcopal Church, Chews Landing for the 
organization you are searching for you can type in 
your search and the page that comes up will be the 
very familiar Yahoo.  Go to the site and you can see 
how much we have raised so far.  If everyone will 
use this for searching and online purchases we will 
have a significant check donated to us come this fall.  
Let your family and friends know about this and 
encourage them to use it particularly as we head 
toward the holiday purchasing time. 
 
 

Coffee Hour 
 

Coffee Hour is the perfect venue welcoming our 
visitors and newcomers as well as getting to know 
each other better.  Coffer Hour follows the late 
service and it is an important opportunity to meet 
and greet people. Keep this a success and join us 
for some refreshments and good fellowship.  Also 
please consider finding a buddy and hosting a 
Coffee Hour.  A signup sheet is posted in the Parish 
Hall. 
 

*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+* 
People are funny; they want the front 

of the bus, middle of the road, and 
back of the church. 

*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+* 
Peace starts with a smile. 

*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+* 
 
 

Visit our Web Site: 
www.stjohns1789.org 

 

 
 



Spotlight on our Youth:  

 
Question of the day, is the above the before or after picture? 
(See below picture). 

 

Sammi has now graduated Basic Cadet Training 
and is officially a Cadet Fourth Class.  Academic 
Classes started August 7.   

Sammi's address is:  
C4C Samantha Jones                                       
PO Box 4083                                                
USAF Academy, CO 80841                                
E-Mail: C12Samantha.Jones@USAFA.edu  
Alternate e-mail: sammi_christine@yahoo.com  

Sammi has received cards from many of her church 
family and is greatly appreciative.  They helped 
sustain her through the rigors of basic training and 
will do so for this tough plebe year at the academy.  
Samantha has joined the Association of Christian 
Officers and the Academy and has the opportunity to 
worship in a most beautiful chapel, but Saint Johns 
is still home.       

  

 

Samantha Caruso is off to Disney World for the next 
5 months on an internship. 

Todd Wonderlin Todd was named to the Ursinus 
Dean's list this past spring and has been on Dean's 
list every semester.  He substitute taught in 
Gloucester Twp. schools after he finished the 
semester at college and lifeguarded at the township 
pool which he has done every year for the past 5.   
 

Courtney Caruso will begin teaching in outside of 
Newark in September.   

 

When not studying, Vanessa Goodman is a 
Marketer for Red Bull.  You can also catch her in 
action on Sundays working at the Adventure 
Aquarium in Camden.  

 

 

Young Adult Fall Gathering, to be held on Saturday, 

September 13
th
, 2008, at Trinity Cathedral.  Join the 

Facebook group "New Jersey Young Adults"!!! 
 

2008-2009 Diocesan Youth Events 
registration opens in August 

TLC Day   50th Bishops' Ball  
6-12 grade   All Ages 
October 18, 2008  8pm to midnight 
Moorestown, NJ  January 23, 2009  
   Trenton, NJ  

Fall Youth Event   Fall Youth Event 
6-12 grade  6-12 grade   
November 21-23, 2008 February 27-28, 2009 
Lebanon, NJ  Wildwood, NJ 

Generation  The Senior Retreat 
All Ages   12 grade  
11am - 2pm  April 17-19, 2009 
December 6, 2008  Mendham, NJ 
Elizabeth, NJ 

Winterlight 33  Spring Youth Event 
9-12 grade  6-12 grade 
Dec. 27 - Jan. 1, 2009 May 15-17, 2009 
Hendersonville, NC  Lebanon, NJ 


